
Hurricane PreParedness Guide

Hurricane season officially begins June 1st and ends November 30th.  
It is time to start making preparations such as tree trimming and clean-
ing out unwanted debris. The City urges all residents to prepare NOW.
 

Tips from public Works & services
It is important to properly dispose of your trash before a hurricane 
threatens. Improperly stored trash/debris can be very destructive 
during a storm.

bulky WasTe Disposal opTions
Place it in front of your property on the designated pickup days 
for your area. For information on pickup days/times call: 305-224-
4860. Self-haul items to the City’s trash Drop-Off Site located at 
548 SE 6th Avenue. The site is open Monday through Sunday from 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

 accepTable bulky WasTe iTems
Appliances: Stoves, refrigerators, water heaters, etc. All appliance 
doors must be removed prior to setting out for pickup. 

yarD anD GarDen WasTe 
Tree limbs and logs must be less than 4 inches in diameter and 5 
feet in length. Stumps must be less than 15 inches in diameter and 
weigh less than 50 pounds. Contracted landscaping material and 
debris from unimproved lots will not be picked up. Separate yard 
waste from other types of rubbish.

 oTher WasTe
Any non-polluting items that cannot be placed in the City’s stan-
dard 96-gallon garbage cans (furniture, boxes, toys, etc.). 

prohibiTeD iTems
Kitchen garbage, cans, chemicals, glass containers, liquids, construc-
tion debris, tires, automotive or boat parts, oils, paints and greases.

soliD WasTe sTorm plan 
Hurricane Watch: Do not begin any major tree trimming or 
household cleanup activities during a hurricane watch. Solid Waste 
will suspend all bulky curbside collections. Your only option is 
to self-haul the refuse to the City’s Drop-Off Site. The site will 
remain open throughout the watch, enabling residents to properly 
dispose of  trash.
Hurricane Warning: All garbage and curbside recycling collec-
tion will be suspended. Residents need to secure their waste and 
recyclable containers so that they do not become flying debris.
After a Hurricane: Check your local media advisories for infor-
mation regarding the resumption of waste collection. For more 
information, contact the Solid Waste Department at 305-224-4860.

safeTy Tips from homesTeaD enerGy services

1. Following a power outage, unplug all your large appliances and 
electronics to prevent power surges when electricity is restored, 
which can often damage equipment and create fire hazards.

2. Remember the “three don’ts” when using generators: DON’T run 
a generator in the house; DON’T run a generator in the garage; and, 
DON’T plug the generator directly into your home’s main electrical 
system. DO run the generator outside in a well-ventilated area and 
DO plug individual appliances directly into the generator.

3. If your home is flooded, turn off your electrical power until a 
professional inspects it thoroughly.

4. If you smell gas, evacuate immediately and contact your gas 
company’s emergency phone number.

5. After the storm, check to see if your home’s weatherhead is 
damaged – it is located above the electric meter where the wires 
come out of the pipe. Utility workers cannot reconnect service if 
this piece of equipment – which is the homeowner’s responsibility 
– is damaged. If your weatherhead needs repair, please contact a 
licensed electrician. 

6. Utilities often cannot respond to individual customers with special 
needs during or immediately after a storm.  When warned of an 
incoming storm, have a plan in place for evacuating people with special 
needs. If you or someone in your family has special electrical medical 
equipment needs, notify your electric utility prior to a storm’s arrival. 

7. Visit www.FloridaDisaster.org for your hurricane evacuation route.

8. Capture water in your water heater by turning off power to the 
unit and closing the water valves. If you lose water pressure, you 
will have about 40 gallons of fresh water stored in the tank.  Store 
additional water in your bathtub and fill the washing machine with 
water. This water supply can be used for cleaning or to operate your 
toilets.

9. Clear your patio and yard of lawn furniture, toys, potted plants, 
and other debris that can blow around in high winds, causing damage 
or injury. Bring these items indoors or place them in a garage.

10. Prior to the storm, identify the places around your home where 
you can shut off your gas, water and electricity. 

11. Create a hurricane survival kit.

NOTICE
All customers served by Homestead Energy Services (HES) are required to 
maintain all trees, branches, palm fronds, vines, bushes, etc. so that none of 
the previously stated are situated at any point closer than six (6) feet to any 
above ground energized electric transmission or electric service line. HES 
customers with questions should call 305-224-4700.

Hurricane Emergency Management Contact Numbers
Miami-Dade County Answer Center

305-468-5900  /  305-468-5402 (TTY\TDD)
Special Needs Registry 

(Emergency Evacuation/Special Transport Services)
305-513-7700  /  305-468-5402 (TTY\TDD)

City of Homestead
911  -  Emergencies

305-247-1535 – City Police Department
305-242-2400 – City Emergency Operations Center

305-245-9737 – TTY\TDD
305-247-7313  — Utility Outages (open 24 hours)

www.cityofhomestead.com    305-224-4400



hurricane evacuaTion
If you know you will be evacuating to a hurricane evacuation 
center, make sure you know the name, address and where 
you need to go to be picked up for public transportation if 
necessary.  Not every shelter will be open for every evacuation.  
Please monitor local radio or TV stations, or call Miami-Dade  
311 / TDD 305-468-5402 to find out which centers are available. The 
centers are opened according to the severity and path of the storm. 
Listed below are the primary centers to be used in case of a hurricane. 
Centers may be added to this list depending on the storm event. It is 
your responsibility to know which centers are open by calling the 
number above or by monitoring your local news stations.

incluDe The folloWinG iTems in a suiTcase or baG:

Baby food, diapers, medication, etc. • Battery operated radio
Blankets and/or sleeping bags • Cards, games or books

Change of clothes including shoes • Dentures, glasses, hearing aids
Flashlight with extra batteries • Insect repellant and sunscreen
Manual can opener • Money • Map of the area • Matches and 

candles in plastic bag • Personal hygiene items • Plastic bag with 
water purification tablets • Plastic garbage bags • Prescription 

medication Snacks (non-perishable) • Tissues/toilet paper/washcloth 
Valuable/personal documents in water proof bag

WhaT To Do?
At all times listen to NOAA Weather Radio, local radio stations or 
TV stations for latest storm information

Before The sTorm

• Test emergency equipment.
• Inspect roof and home for potential dangers.
• Purchase shutters or plywood for doors and windows.
• Clear rain gutters and drains of debris.
• Update disaster supply kit and emergency contact list.
• Update and review evacuation plans.
• Know which hurricane shelter you will go to and where to get picked up 
• Have a plan in place for your pets. 
• Review insurance policies.
• Prepare your boat.

hurricane WaTch

• Prepare to cover all windows of your home using shutters or plywood.   
• Fill your vehicle’s gas tank.
• Fill your grill’s propane tank.
• Recharge appropriate equipment, electrical tools, cell phones, etc.
• Complete any last minute shopping for disaster supply kit.

hurricane WarninG

• If you live in a mandated evacuation zone or a mobile home, you   
   must evacuate.
• Cover doors and windows with shutters or plywood.
• Set your refrigerator and freezer to their coldest settings.
• Prepare your emergency water supply.
• Bring in any items not secured.
• Unplug your TV and take down your satellite dish or antenna.
• Lower your pool water level 12 inches, cover pool pump and add 
   extra chlorine to prevent contamination.
• Place valuables and personal papers in a waterproof container.
• Have an adequate amount of cash on hand.
• Listen to local official’s instructions, and evacuate if advised to do  
   so. (Be sure to take proper identification with you.)

DurinG a hurricane 
• Stay indoors, away from windows, an interior room without 
   windows is best.
• Keep a flashlight with you at all times in case the power goes out. 
• Be alert for tornadoes
• If you are in a two-story building, go to an interior first-floor room.
• Lie on the floor under a sturdy table or other objects if necessary.
• Do not go outside during the eye of the hurricane unless it is an emergency.  
• During the eye of the hurricane the wind and rain may stop    
   anywhere from a few minutes to more than an hour but the    
   storm is not over.  The wind will quickly pick up again from   
   the opposite direction and it may be with greater force than before.  

afTer a hurricane

• Remain indoors until you get an “all clear” from local officials.
• If you evacuated, do not return home until local officials tell you to. 
• Do not use your telephone unless it is an emergency. Do not call  
   911 unless it is a life threatening situation.
• Notify police or utility companies of downed power lines or    
   broken gas or water mains. 
• Stay away from standing water and all fallen or low hanging wires.
• Listen for a “boil water order” as water may be contaminated.
• Inspect your home for damage.
• Use flashlights at all times, avoid using candles.

EVACUATION BUS PICK-UP POINTS
 505 SW 8th Street, 33030 

NE 8th Street & US1, 33030 
404 W Palm Drive, 33034 
13600 SW 312th Street, 33033 
Krome Avenue & NE 16th Street, 33030 
600 Redland Road, 33130 
451 E. Lucy Street, 33030 
100 NE 6 Avenue, 33030 
220 NE 12 Avenue, 33030 
E Mowry Drive & SE 2 Road 33030 

Laura Saunders Elementary  
Harris Field  
Florida City - City Hall  
South Dade Camp   
Homestead Senior Center   
Police Athletic League 
Aquarius Mobile Home Park 
Boardwalk Mobile Home Park 
Cocowalk Estates 
Homestead Trailer Park 

emerGency evacuaTion assisTance proGram

The EEAP offers sheltering and transportation to eligible Miami-
Dade residents who on a daily basis require skilled nursing care, 
assistance with daily living, or have life-saving medical equipment 
dependent on electricity.  Lift-gate buses and other specialized 
transportation will pick-up those registered and take them to and 
from their homes to their assigned facility.  YOU MUST PRE-
REGISTER FOR THESE SERVICES.  If you do not pre-register 
and call for assistance at the last minute, all attempts will be made 
to assist you, but the people on the registry will have priority.  If 
a hurricane is threatening our area, trained staff, using the contact 
information provided on your application, will notify you that an 
evacuation order has been issued and request that you be ready 
for transportation at a certain time. You can call Miami-Dade 311 
or 305-468-5900 / TDD 305-468-5402 to receive an application.  
Applications are available in Creole, English, and Spanish and can 
be downloaded from the Miami-Dade Operations of Emergency 
Management website at www.miamidade.gov/oem.  

MIAMI-DADE EVACUATION SHELTERS
Robert Morgan Senior High 18180 SW 122 Ave.Miami, FL 33177

Felix Varela Senior High 15255 SW 96 St. West Kendall, 33196 

Jorge Mas Canosa Middle 15735 SW 144 St. Miami, 33196

South Miami Senior High 6856 SW 53 St. Miami, 33155

Terra Environmental Senior 11005 SW 84th St. Miami, 33173


