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Mr. Rene Martinez, Superintendent Water/Wastewater

Treatment Div at (305) 224-4786. Visit our website at

www.cityofhomestead.com
States are required by the EPA to provide these water

quality reports to their customers on an annual basis.
first class services to its residents, and providing safe
drinking water is no exception. To ensure the high
quality water its residents expect, the City operates its
own water treatment, storage and distribution systems.
cluded is a table that provides results from Home-
stead’s drinking water.

2009’s Best Tasting Drinking Water in Florida’s Region
We ask that all our customers help us protect our
water resources, which are the heart of our commu-
nity, our way of life and our children’s future.

Este informe contiene informacion importante sobre el agua
que usted bebe diariamente. Si no lo entiende puede llamar
al Sr. Rene Martinez, Superintendente de la Division de
Tratamiento de Aguas y Aguasnegras al (305) 224-4786

Work Association awarded the City “Runner-up” of
VIL.

State water quality standards. The American Water

The City of Homestead takes great pride in providing
Agency (EPA) Safe Drinking Water Act, the City of
Homestead is proud to provide you with the annual
Water Quality Report for calendar year 2010.This
report contains information about the drinking water
supplied to your tap during calendar year 2010. In-
The City’'s drinking water exceeds all Federal and

For more information or additional copies, please call
As of September 1998, all water utilities in the United

Why is Homestead Providing this Report?
In compliance with the Environmental

Have Questions? Call the Source
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Where Does Your Water Come From?

Like most cities in South Florida, the source of the water
delivered to your tap is the Biscayne Aquifer, a ground-
water source. This aquifer is an underground geological
formation where water is stored and extends from a few
feet to approximately 200 feet below ground. The water
is pumped from the aquifer at two well fields located at
the City’s two water treatment plants (Wittkop Park and
Harris Field). Once the water is pumped out of the
wells, chlorine is added to disinfect and fluoride is added
to aid in dental protection. After the water is treated it is
stored in elevated water towers prior to entering the
water distribution system.

Definition of Terms in the Table

Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments that a water system must follow.

Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level
of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs
are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best
available treatment technology

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG: The level
of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is
no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a
margin of safety.

Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The high-
est level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfec-
tant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG:
The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which
there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs
do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to
control microbial contaminants.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): measure of the
clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person.

“ND” means not detected and indicates that the sub-
stance was not found by laboratory analysis.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter (ug/l):
one part by weight of analyte to 1 billion parts by weight
of the water sample.

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l): one
part by weight of analyte to 1 million parts by weight of
the water sample.

Picocurie per liter (pCi/L): measure of the radioactivity
in water.

Source Water Assessment

In 2009 the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection performed a Source Water Assessment
on our system. The assessment was conducted to
provide information about any potential sources of
contamination in the vicinity of our wells. There
are 3 potential sources of contamination identified
for this system with a moderate susceptibility level

The assessment result are available on the FDEP
Source Water Assessment and Protection Program
website at www.dep.state.fl.us/swapp.

Your Water is Tested for Your Protection

The City tests the quality of the water prior to and after
water treatment. The water is also tested at various
locations within the water distribution system. Testing
is a necessary activity to ensure that the treatment
process is properly controlled and that the public re-
ceives water that complies with all regulatory stan-
dards. All laboratory results are reported to the Health
Department of Miami-Dade County. Testing involves
measuring the concentration of constituents in the
water.  Numerous constituent concentrations are
measured either annually, quarterly, monthly, or on a
daily basis.

The 2010 Water Quality Measurements Table
Presents Test Results for Detected Substances'

This table reports the concentrations of those sub-
stances that were detected in your drinking water.
The dozens of other constituents that were tested for
but not detected are not included in the table. The
table also includes the maximum concentration level
that the EPA and the State of Florida allow.

Source Water May Contain Substances That Are
Not Completely Removed After Treatment

As with all sources of drinking water, water from the
Biscayne Aquifer contains substances (also called
contaminants) that may not be completely removed
during water treatment. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals, and can pick up sub-
stances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity.

Substances that may be present in source water in-
clude:

1. Microbial substances, such as viruses and bacteria,
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
2. Inorganic substances, such as salts and metals,
which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban
stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.
3. Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a
variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwa-
ter runoff, and residential uses.

4. Organic chemical substances, including synthetic
and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products
of industrial processes and petroleum production, and
can, also come from gas stations, urban stormwater
runoff, and septic systems.

5. Radioactive substances, which can be naturally
occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and
mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
prescribes regulations, which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water sys-
tems. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations
establish limits for constituents in bottled water, which
must provide the same level of protection for public
health.

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasona-
bly be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of these contami-
nants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a
health risk. More information about contaminants and
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (800-426-4791).

Some People May Be More Vulnerable to
Contaminants than Others

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have under-
gone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can
be particularly at risk from infections. These people
should seek advice about drinking water from their
health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropri-
ate means to lessen the risk of infection by Crypto-
sporidium and other microbial contaminants are avail-
able from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-
4791).

Information About Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious
health problems, especially for pregnant women and
young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from
materials and components associated with service lines
and home plumbing. The City Of Homestead is respon-
sible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot
control the variety of materials used in plumbing compo-
nents. When your water has been sitting for several
hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure
by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before
using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned
about lead in your water, you may wish to have your
water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, test-
ing methods, and steps you can take to minimize expo-
sure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or
visit their Website at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Information About Disinfection By-Products

Water leaving the Wittkop Park and the Harris Field
Water Treatment Plants and water in the distribution
system are tested for disinfection-byproducts. The re-
sults of the tests are reported in the Water Quality Meas-
urement Table.

MICROBIOLICAL CONTAMINANTS

City of Homestead - 2010 Water Quality DATA
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	Source Water Assessment

	In 2009 the Florida Department of Environmental Protection performed a Source Water Assessment on our system. The assessment was conducted to provide information about any potential sources of contamination in the vicinity of our wells. There are 3 potential sources of contamination identified for this system with a moderate susceptibility level
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